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1 . The examiner acknowledges the applicant's submission of the amendment dated June 6, 
2006. At this point claims (1) has been amended and claims (14-17) have been cancelled. Thus, 
claims (1-13 and 18) are pending in the instant application. 

1. REJECTIONS BASED ON PRIOR ART 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 8 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (I) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 -18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bungo (US 
2005/0108483). 

As per claim 1 , Bungo discloses 

"A device capable of indicating access modes for an accessible memory card, comprising: 
an indicator;" as ["the present invention provides a memory module indicator device having 
an indicator circuit using an indicator element to indicate situation of access to readable 
and writable semiconductor memory mounted on a standardized memory module 
connected to a computer" (Page 1, paragraph 0010, lines 1-6) and explains that "the 
memory module 80 is and expansion memory card for desktop personal computers" (Page 
3, paragraph 0062, lines 9-10)] 
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"and an interface electrically connected to a card controller of the accessible memory card and to 
the indicator, comprising:" [Bungo discloses this limitation as "access indicator module 10" 
comprising an "Adapter 20" which is connected to "memory module 80" and "indicator 
unit section 40" (Figure 1; Pages 3-4, Paragraphs 0061-0069)] 

"a driver for driving the indicator;" [With respect to this limitation, Bungo discloses "driver 
IC 24" which is mounted on "Adapter 20" (Figures 1 and 4; Pages 3-4, Paragraphs 0061- 
0069)1 

"and a determination device for determining a command issued from the card controller," 
[Bungo discloses this limitation as "sequencer 61" in indicator section, wherein "the 
sequencer generates a READL WRITH signal and outputs it to a command decoder 62 
and LED decoders 72 and 73" and explains that when the signal is set to low, the system is 
performing reading access, and when the signal is set to high, the system is performing a 
writing access (Figure 4; Page 4, paragraph 0081)] 

"wherein the indicator is driven by the driver and performs operations according to the command 
received by the determination device to show users that the accessible memory card is 
performing an accessing operation when the card controller issues commands to operate the 
accessible memory card" [With respect to this limitation, Bungo discloses that and explains 
that the configuration of an access indicator module wherein "the adapter 20" receives 
signals "from the PC via connection terminal 22 and transfers these signals to the 
corresponding buffer gates of the driver IC. The adapter 20 then outputs the buffered 
signals to the indicator unit section 40" (Page 4, paragraph 0078) as having an interface 
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receiving command signals from a host and indicating memory access type through and 
indicator]. 

4. As per claim 2 , Bungo discloses "The device of claim 1," [See rejection to claim 1 
above] "wherein the accessible memory card is selected from a group consisting of a compact 
flash (CF) card, a memory stick (MS) card, a multimedia card (MMC) and a secure digital card" 
[With respect to this limitation, Bungo discloses; "the memory module 80 is an expansion 
memory card for desktop personal computers" (Page 3, paragraph 0062, lines 9-10) and 
also discloses the existence of a memory card having LEDs for access type indication and 
an IC card having LEDs that operate in response to an access request from a host 
apparatus (Background of the invention, Page 1, paragraphs 0005 and 0006)]. 

5. As per claim 3 , Bungo discloses "The device of claim 1," [See rejection to claim 1 
above] "wherein the command issued from the card controller is selected from a group 
consisting of a "write" command, a "read" command and an "erase" command" [With respect to 
this limitation, Bungo discloses; "the available access types include no only writing or 
reading from the semiconductor memory, but also deleting data from the semiconductor 
memory, verifying data, and the like" (Page 1, paragraph 0014)]. 

6. As per claim 4 , Bungo discloses "The device of claim 3," [See rejection to claim 3 
above] "wherein the accessible memory card performs operation selected from a group 

• * 

consisting of a writing operation, a reading operation and an erasing operation, and the accessible 
memory card carries out a writing operation when the card controller issues a "write" command, 
and the accessible memory card carries out a reading operation when the card controller issues a 
"read" command, and the accessible memory card carries out an erasing operation when the card 
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controller issues an "erase" command" [With respect to this limitation, Bungo discloses that 
u the present invention makes it possible to show which type of access is made to the 
semiconductor memory mounted on the memory module 9 ' (Page 1, paragraph 0012) and 
explains that "the available access types include not writing or reading from the 
semiconductor memory, but also deleting data from the semiconductor memory, verifying 
data and the like" (Page 1, paragraph 0014)]. 

7. As per claims 5-6 and 13 , Bungo discloses "The device of claims 4 and 11," [See 
rejection to claim 4 above and rejection to claim 11 bellow] "wherein when the card 
controller issues a "write" command, the indicator indicates that the accessible memory card is 
performing a writing operation" wherein "the indicator further comprises at least a first light- 
emitting diode for indicating that the accessible memory card is performing a writing operation" 
[With respect to this limitation, Bungo discloses that "the indicator unit 40a is mounted 
with a plurality of LEDs (indicator elements) 51 and 52 to indicate states of access to the 
semiconductor memory 83 of the memory module" (Page 3, paragraph 0066, lines 2-5) and 
explains that "eight write operation indicator LEDs 52 are used to indicate the frequency of 
writing to the semiconductor memory 83" (Page 3, lines 1-12); further explaining that "the 
LED decoder 73 lights eight write operation indicator LEDs 52" (Figure 14 and Page 6, 
paragraph 0111) to indicate that the memory is being written to wherein "the sequencer 
generates a READL WRITH signal and outputs it to a command decoder 62 and LED 
decoders 72 and 73" and explains that when the signal is set to high, the system is 
performing a writing access (Page 4, paragraph 0081)]. 
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8. As per claims 7-8 and 11 , Bungo discloses "The device of claim 4," [See rejection to 
claim 4 above] "wherein when the card controller issues a "read" command, the indicator 
indicates that the accessible memory card is performing a reading operation" wherein "the 
indicator further comprises at least a second light-emitting diode for indicating that the 
accessible memory card is performing a reading operation" [With respect to this limitation, 
Bungo discloses that "the indicator unit 40a is mounted with a plurality of LEDs (indicator 
elements) 51 and 52 to indicate states of access to the semiconductor memory 83 of the 
memory module" (Page 3, paragraph 0066, lines 2-5) and explains that "eight read 
operation indicator LEDs 51 are used to indicate frequency of reading from the 
semiconductor memory 83" (Page 3, paragraph 0066); further teaching that "the LED 
decoder 72 lights eight read operation indicator LEDs 51" (Figure 14 and Page 6, 
paragraph 0111) wherein "the sequencer generates a READL WRITH signal and outputs 
it to a command decoder 62 and LED decoders 72 and 73" and explains that when the 
signal is set to low, the system is performing a reading access (Page 4, paragraph 0081)]. 

9. As per claims 9-10 and 12 , Bungo discloses "The device of claims 4 and 11," [See 
rejection to claims 4 and 11 above] "wherein when the card controller issues an "erase" 
command, the indicator indicates that the accessible memory card is performing an erasing 
operation" wherein "the indicator farther comprises at least a third light-emitting diode for 
indicating that the accessible memory card is performing a erasing operation" [With respect to 
this limitation, Bungo discloses "the indicator unit 40a is mounted with a plurality of LEDs 
(indicator elements) 51 and 52 to indicate states of access to the semiconductor memory 83 
of the memory module" (Page 3, paragraph 0066, lines 2-5) wherein "the available access 
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types include not only writing or reading from the semiconductor memory, but also 
deleting data from the semiconductor memory, verifying data, and the like" (Page 1, 
paragraph 0014) further specifying that "it may be also preferable to provide indicator 
elements corresponding to the other types such as deletion and verification of data in the 
semiconductor memory and use the corresponding indicator elements to indicate the 
frequency of these types of accesses" (Page 9, paragraph 0150)]. 

10. As per claim 18 , Bungo discloses "The device of claim 1 [See rejection to claim 1 
above] "wherein the accessible memory card further comprises an external interface for 
connecting the accessible memory card with a host machine" [With respect to this limitation, 
Bungo discloses "a memory module connection terminal 82 is formed at the bottom edge of 
the printed wiring board" (Page 3, paragraph 0062, lines 5-6) wherein "the memory 
module 80 is an expansion memory card for a desktop personal computer" (Page 3, 
paragraph 0062, lines 9-10)]. 

11. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF ISSUES RAISED BY THE APPLICANT 

Response to Amendment 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed on June 6, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
deemed to be persuasive and, as required by M.P.E.P. § 707.07(f), a response to these arguments 
appears below. 
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III. ARGUMENTS CONCERNING PRIOR ART REJECTIONS 
1 st POINT OF ARGUMENT : 

12. Regarding Applicant's remark that Bungo does not teach "an interface electrically 
connected to a card controller of the accessible memory card," [See rejection to claim 1 above] 
and that it is disclosed that the connection terminal 22 and the adaptor 20 needs to connect to the 
motherboard connector 91 when adaptor 20 receives signals from PC, but not connects to the 
memory card; it is the Examiner's position that for the "indicator for memory module" as 
disclosed by Bungo to properly function and indicate access type to "memory module 20," 
["access indicator module 10" comprising an "Adapter 20" must be connected to "memory 
module 80" and "indicator unit section 40" (Figure 1; Pages 3-4, Paragraphs 0061-0069) so 
that "the adapter 20" receives signals "from the PC via connection terminal 22 and 
transfers these signals to the corresponding buffer gates of the driver IC. The adapter 20 
then outputs the buffered signals to the indicator unit section 40" (Page 4, paragraph 
0078); therefore, "sequencer 61" in indicator section, wherein "the sequencer generates a 
READL WRITH signal and outputs it to a command decoder 62 and LED decoders 72 
and 73" and explains that when the signal is set to low, the system is performing reading 
access, and when the signal is set to high, the system is performing a writing access (Figure 
4; Page 4, paragraph 0081)]. 

2 nd POINT OF ARGUMENT : 

13. Regarding Applicant's argument that the interface of the present invention comprises a 
driver for driving the indicator and a determination device for determining a command issued 
from the card controller, and is different from the disclosures in the Bungo reference, it is the 
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examiner's Examiner's position that due to breath of the claim language, Bungo's disclosure 
meets all of the limitations required by the claims. 

14. All arguments by the applicant are believed to be covered in the body of the office action 
or in the above remarks and thus, this action constitutes a complete response to the issues raised 
in the remarks dated June 6, 2006. 

IV. CLOSING COMMENTS 

Conclusion 

15. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

16. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 

CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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V. STATUS OF CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION 

17. The following is a summary of the treatment and status of all claims in the application as 
recommended by M.P.E.P. § 707.07(i): 

CLAIMS NO LONGER IN THE APPLICATION 

18. Claims 14-17 were cancelled by the amendment dated June 6, 2006. 
CLAIMS REJECTED IN THE APPLICATION 

19. Per the instant office action, claims 1-13 and 18 have received a second action on the 
merits and are subject of a final rejection. 

20. For at least the above reasons it is the examiner's position that the applicant's claims are 
not in condition for allowance. 

VI. DIRECTION OF FUTURE CORRESPONDENCES 

21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yaima Campos whose telephone number is (571) 272-1232 and 
email address is Yaima.Campos@uspto.gov . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
to Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

22. If attempts to reach the above noted Examiner by telephone or email are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Mr. Sanjiv Shah can be reached on (571) 272-4098. 

23. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
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from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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